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Chamberlain had sat in Cabinets with Lord Halifax
(or Mr. Edward Wood or Lord Irwin, as he previously
was), but there had not been any particular intimacy
between the two. Lord Halifax is considerably
younger than Mr. Chamberlain, and their political
association was interrupted by Lord Halifax's tenure
of the Viceroyalty of India. Lord Halifax was a
Baldwin man, for he was a close associate and per-
sonal friend of the former Prime Minister, in whose
first government he was President of the Board of
Education. It so happened however that, though
there had up till that time been little intimacy
between Mr. Chamberlain and Lord Halifax, short-
ly before Mr. Baldwin's resignation the Chamber-
lains went to spend the week-end at Garrowby, Lord
Halifax's place near York. The occasion was one
of mutual discovery, and Mr. Chamberlain was
greatly impressed with Lord Halifax, whom he felt
that he got to know for the first time. The conse-
quence is of very considerable importance in Euro-
pean history, for Lord Halifax acted as the bridge
between the foreign policy of Mr. Baldwin and the
foreign policy of Mr. Chamberlain. Subsequently it
has fallen to the two men to act as chief frarners
and interpreters of British foreign policy, and upon
them principally has rested, and continues to rest,
the tremendous burden and responsibility of the
decisions taken in these critical times. Lord Halifax
is a man not only possessed of considerable political
shrewdness, but imbued with deep religious feeling.
His is a character that may well possess a quality
lacking in Mr, Chamberlain, an element of fanaticism.
Such a quality would have seemed out of place in
the political exchanges of the Victorian era to which
in some respects Mr. Chamberlain belongs; but we
live in a different world to-day.
Mr. Chamberlain has also shown a disposition to